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time no less than seventy victims fell, but aftei
inquiry, the Executive Committee of the Soviets, which:,'
in a general way was supposed to supervise the acts
of the Commissaries, passed a ruling to the effect
that the Government had been justified in their use
of force, and that such force could not have been
avoided* Again it was hoped that the affair would
not be repeated and that things would blow over*
But the situation was not improved by the resignation
of the three Commissaries belonging to the Independent
Party, directly in consequence of the orders given on
December 24th,

It was not, I think, until Christmas was past that the
Government realised what Spartacus meant and what
Spartacus stood for* The accounts written at the time
are so confused that we cannot properly find out what
happened* But a year later, on the anniversary of these
events, the newspapers of various complexions published
articles, mostly written by the chief actors themselves,
describing what had happened and defending their own
courses* Some of these accounts are of great interest*
One is a kind of Questionnaire or Open Letter addressed
to Noske,* in which among other things it is made an
accusation against him, that he positively forced himself
and his troops from Kiel on the Berlin Government for
armed action against the Spartacists and Independents*
This may very likely be true, and agrees with other

* Die Fre&ieit, December 24th, 1919, morning edition.